
Appendix 2

Question Yes No Not 

Answered / 

Blank

Comments

1. Do you agree that the existing nine wards for 

Hedge End Town Council should be combined to 

create four wards for the area of Hedge End Town 

Council with the aim of providing a more equal 

councillor/elector ratio? 

72 22 2

2. If current wards are combined to create four 

wards, do you agree that the total number of 

Councillors for Hedge End Town Council, who will 

represent residents of the Hedge End Town Council 

parish area, should be 18?

57 35 4

3. If current wards are combined to create four 

wards, do you agree that the total number of 

Councillors for Hedge End Town Council, who will 

represent residents of the Hedge End Town Council 

parish area, should be 18?

 - If no, how many do you think there should be?

1. 16 - 4 in each ward seems fair/adequate or 5/4/4/3 ratio according to size

2. The same as currently

3. As long as there is a roughly equal balance in councillor to electorate numbers

4. Either 12 (3 per ward) or 16 (4 per ward)

5. Less. Maybe 3 per ward. 12.

6. Can't see why it should be as many as 18, should be lowered

7. 5 in each ward.

8. 18 seem fine but we don’t know anything about your councillors or how anything works!

Councillors should write to the public and introduce themselves. Who and where are they?? How to get help, if we have a problem? And 

what things do they cover please? Thankyou

9. 22

10. 20

11.. 16.....4 per ward

12. Transfer Hedge End to Southampton. No one really who lives in Hedge End Goes to Eastleigh.

13.  Eight.

14. 8

15.  Maximum 10

16. 8 Maximum

17. Unfortunately you do not specify the number of councillors that will represent each of the new wards. As long as the distribution is 

proportional to the population and distribution between commercial and residential.

18. Still too many councillors!

19. How can we agree or disagree when we aren't given information on the size of the electorate in each ward?

20. 10

21. 16. 4 each

22. 22 same as now

23. 16 so 4 for each of the wards.

No. of responses



24. It would be helpful if more information could be provided to help with this decision. What is the optimum councillor to elector ratio and why 

is that number the optimum? How do industrial areas vary the ratio and why?

25. 20

26. Same as now …22

27. We should keep 22 councillors, or increase the number as the population rises, which it must be doing with all of the extra housing being 

built.

28. 8

29. 13

30. 8

31. Should be less

32. Stay at 22 so that people have more choice of who to contact with issues. 

If only 18 this is 4 less and will cause a greater workload for each person, 

 Which in my opinion means less would be achieved for residents.

33. 18 is better but it should be far less say 1 for each of the 4 wards. Would safe us a fortune

34. 8

35. 22, I do not  Think that we should reduce the number of counsellors as it  Also reduces ideas and representation.

36. Reducing the number of councillors also reduces the diversity in the council

37. 18 remains an uneven split between the wards. There's been no information to show why 18 is the optimal number.

4. Do you agree that the four proposed Hedge End 

Town Council wards should be named Kings Copse, 

Village, Berry and Park?  

65 28 3

5. Do you agree that the four proposed Hedge End 

Town Council wards should be named Kings Copse, 

Village, Berry and Park?  - If no, what should they be 

called?

1. Either Dowds Park or use just Copse for Kings Copse as it seems unfair that Park is so non specific

2. These are fine but not sure comment comes through if I say ‘yes’ - so a suggestion Berry and Park are a bit vague - could they be 

combined to be ‘Grange Park and Wildern Ward’ or those names be incorporated - that’s what we know.

3. Park -> Grange Park

Berry -> Berrywood

Kings Copse

Village

4. Old town not Village, Berry really is not a good name

5. It doesn't matter as long as everyone knows which ward they are in and where to vote.

6. Don't like Park and needs renaming has no bearing  plus lumping people into the newer estate in that category who are no. I wouldn't want 

my child to go to wellstead.

7. 'Village' a bit contradictory in the context of Hedge End now classified as a town? Maybe 'central' or similar?

'Park' seems a bit vague as Hedge End has more than one park area. Having said that it is not easy to come up with a snappy name for an 

area incorporating north Grange Park and Dowds Farm estates.

Maybe take a leaf out of Wildern School's book and name each ward after a variety of strawberry that used to be grown in Hedge End?

It's easy to say you disagree with the proposed names....not so easy to come up with suitable alternatives!

8. Southampton South, east, west and south.

9. Berry and Park are too vague and are not associated with the geographic areas they represent. Perhaps Grange Park West and Grange 

Park East or something that relates to the area.

10. I would name Grange Park one of them.



11. These names are rather trivial and not really representative of the areas. Village is rather outdated now. Why not just Hedge End - North, 

South, East or West for each?

11. Why Park? It seems very bland and no relevance to the area.

12. It would be a pity to lose the historic name Wildern.

13. For how much longer is Eastleigh Council going to be under the illusion that Hedge End is a Village. From National Geographic:

“A village is a small settlement usually found in a rural setting. It is generally larger than a "hamlet" but smaller than a "town". Some 

geographers specifically define a village as having between 500 and 2,500 inhabitants.”

From Hedge End tc website:

“Hedge End has been the fastest growing town within the Borough of Eastleigh over the last twenty years.”

Hence the name of “VILLAGE” for the centre of Hedge End is an complete anomaly.

PARK and BERRY are two more meaningless names.

Names I suggest are:

NORTHAM instead of VILLAGE

DOWDS FARM instead of PARK

SHAMBLEHURST BERRY

Not ideal, but these names have more relevance to Hedge End than what is proposed

14. park is an odd name

15. Why Berry and Copse who has chosen these names and why aren't the areas of equal size in number of population in each area.

16. Hedge end north east South west

17. Berry and Park are a little dull

18. I don’t like Berry and Park but can’t think of alternative at present

19. Hedge End North, South, East and West.

20. Copse, Village, Berry and Park

21. We should keep the 9 current wards and even have extra wards for new housing developments.

22. Vader, Skywalker, Kenobi and Jar Jar

23. Berry should be called Dear is it will be dominated by Dear Park

24. King's Copse is fine, the others are terrible names. Why remove the wood from berry wood? The park ward? Really bad names, feels like 

we are losing local communities and history.

25. We should not reduce the number of wards.

26. The names are not clear as to where they represent.

27. Names don’t reflect the areas ?! Park doesn’t make sense nor Berry should be named more on whole area

6.Do you have any further comments or thoughts on 

the proposed changes to Hedge End Town Council 

governance arrangements?

8 1. The proposed arrangements to reduce the number of wards and councillors are appropriate and logical for a local council the size of HETC.

2. Not at this time

3. Do not reduce the number of councillors unless ALL councils are reducing by the same ratio. This will create unequal voting.

4. Hope it will give Hedge End council powers to make good decisions for the area, not just traffic increasing ideas.

5. I sort of feel like Park and Berry should be combined but without population figures it is difficult to decide.

6. There are many ways to achieve balance between councillors and elector. What are the benefits of this model 4 and 18 versus other 

models. eg 6 and 18?

Is there an option  that brings some level of proportional representation?

7. Split between 'Park' and 'Berry' seems wrong. Half of Shamblehurst should be allocated to "Park"

8. Would be nice to have a more diverse group of people.

9. I think by reducing the wards down to only 4 they will cover such large areas that important issues in each area may be missed as the 

councillors will have to cover more area and deal with more issues.



10. Please free up roads, encourage people to park off roads, redesign front or rear gardens.  Put double yellows everywhere because roads 

should not be car parks.  We are forced to pass on wrong side of road whilst trying to avoid head-on crashes.  Vehicles on pavements too! I 

do not have a dentist and cannot get one! Cannot see a doctor, we need help now! Encourage neighbourhood watch and social clubs, we 

need interests and we also need a charity food shop where a shop donates food for the needy residents of Hedge End , we pay £2.50 or fiver 

for a bag of food/groceries like Thornhill/Bursledon has now and many other areas but we have nothing.  We are desperate but will NOT go 

for handouts at the food bank, we actually try to give to the food bank, not take from. Traffic and main routes in/out of Hedge End are 

impassable and are accident hotspots - do something!  We are trapped! We need side road lights left on 1am-4am EXTREMELY 

DANGEROUS & I’ve had people in dark hoodies in my garden.  There’s no police to call or will come. We are vulnerable, I’m disabled and 

alone and afraid. How do we stay safe? I cannot afford an alarm, cctv, lights, extra locks etc and then who would install etc.  my car has been 

broken into twice!

Cannot afford to draft proof my freezing home, I have to wear a coat indoors all winter 🥶

11. As we currently have 22 people representing the wards then I think it should stay as 22. I don't see how less representation benefits the 

electorate. Let's not remove people that are helping give us a voice.

12. What's the point in this just spending more public money on pointless rubbish.

13. It makes sense to even out the ratio of councillors to population across the wards.

14. Get out of Eastleigh and join Southampton.

15. make it a younger  council

16. Hopefully with less councillors and double the size of their areas we will still be able to contact them easily.  Have contacted my councillor 

once and was very impressed by her looking into the situation and getting something done about it .

17. Anything to reduce the council administration burden and cost would be welcome as long as the wards are properly represented by 

suitable councillors. The fewer the better. As stated above you do not specify the number of councillors that will represent each of the new 

wards and this does need to be addressed to allow people to make informed decisions on this matter.

18. It would have been useful to have had an indication of the population numbers of the old and  proposed new wards and the number of 

councillors for each to better understand the benefits of reorganisation.  I feel I was being asked to comment without any real information.

19. If only you did the jobs you were paid for instead of messing things about. For 6 years people of Linden gardens have been complaining 

about the manhole cover moving and making a noise every time a car drives over it yet the problem still hasn't been rectified. The weeds 

along the curbs are a disgrace and the council have been told, had photos sent and still it's ignored so let's sort some problems out instead of 

sorting out boundaries

20. There simply isn't enough information provided on the details behind the changed boundaries - in particular, the size of each ward and 

how many councillors in each ward.

Village ward seems huge and covers areas distinctly different one from another.

21. I note that reference here is made to Hedge End TOWN Council!

22. I agree with most decisions to cut out the amount of people & time in running hedge end. I appreciate that we don’t pay these people but 

they all claim expenses which add to our council taxes

23. The proposal makes a lot of sense

24. I can’t see the need to change something that has been in place for many years, Hedge End has rapidly expanded in the 18 years I have 

lived here and is still expanding so the ratios will be correct in the coming years.  As far as I’m aware councillors are voluntary and therefore I 

can’t see what the benefits of this proposal are - unless it’s in response to a complaint and if so then it should be rejected on the basis that’s 

how it was setup and there is no viable reason to change it.

25. How have you decided the new boundary lines and who has chosen the names ? Don't like Berry or Copse have they been chosen for a 

reason. And why are the names up for a vote by the people who live in Hedge End ?Does this mean less councillors mean a money saving 

for council or are you going to increase there allowance/claims going to go up due to area increasing in size.  These are questions I would 

liked  answering please. And these should be up front and in black and white for everyone to see as part of this decision. 



26. What ever way is more efficient and cheaper to run, we need to stop race cars and bikes using hedge end as a race track

27. Provide more information on the basis for the division into 4. Why not 2 or 6? 

What’s the optimum ratio and why?

How is future development taken into account in the division?

Why 18? What’s the calculation behind this?

28. We really need a bigger, USEFUL, police presence in the growth of Hedge End

29. keep as is. councillors know the smaller areas better. could still cull the number of positions but not areas.

30. Providing all elected councillors do their allotted work for the good of Hedge End I would be happy.

31. The changes appear sensible, though I have no strong feelings about the names of the wards.

32. Do we get a say in which councillors remain. We need young energetic forward thinking councillors. Some of the existing have been in 

post for far to long and have become stale.

33. I’m surprised that they are looking at reduction in councillors when Hedge end is constantly expanding. Surely this will increase the 

workload of councillors

34. The people of Hedge End need enough councillors to deal with their problems and concerns. Having fewer councillors is likely to make it 

harder for councillors to do their work efficiently bearing in mind these are part time voluntary roles.

35. I think that 4 is to few to represent area correctly

36. Pointless waste of time and effort

37. Why were we not informed of this before. Left it until the 11th hour so how many people will not have the right to their say.

38. You have to wonder what the real reason for the changes could it be a tighter grip on control by a small group possibly. There is no real 

need to change things.

39. The proposed change and consultation has not been as well publicised as it could have. I'm also no wiser why this has been proposed


